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Excerpt from The Book of Jubilees: Or the Little Genesis; Translated From the Editor's Ethiopic Text

and Edited, With Introduction, Notes and IndicesI had hoped to issue this Commentary on the Book

of Jubilees quite six years ago, as a sequel to my edition of the Ethiopic and other fragmentary

versions of this work; but after writing a large portion of it, I was obliged to abandon the task, as I felt

that somehow I had failed to give a satisfactory interpretation of the text, though at the time I could

not understand wherein my disability lay. A year or two later when making a special study of the

Testaments of the XII. Patriarchs, I came to discover that the source of my failure lay in my

acceptance of the traditional view that Jubilees was written in the first century of the Christian era.

So long as I wrote from this standpoint, my notes became more and more a laboured apologetic for

the composition of this work in the first century. The earliest approximation to the right date

appeared in my article on the "Testaments of the XII. Patriarchs" in the EncyclopÃ¦dia Biblica, i. 241,

1899, where, after giving grounds for the view that the main bulk of that work was written before 100

B.C., I concluded that we should "regard both works (i.e. the Testaments and Jubilees) as almost

contemporary, and as emanating from the same school of thought."About the PublisherForgotten

Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at

www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten

Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original

format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the

original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however,

repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally

left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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